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  July National Holidays 
 
 1 – Canada Day 
 1 – National Postal Worker Day 
 2 – World UFO Day 
 3 – Stay Out of the Sun Day 
 4 – Independence Day 
 5 – National Bikini Day 
 6 – International Kissing Day 
 7 – Global Forgiveness Day 
 10 – National Kitten Day 
 11 – All American Pet Photo Day 
 13 – Embrace Your Geekness Day 
 14 – Bastille Day 
 15 – Give Something Away Day 
 16 – Guinea Pig Appreciation Day 
 17 – World Emoji Day 
 18 – Nelson Mandela Int. Day 
 20 – Moon Day (Apollo 11 Landing) 
 21 – National Junk Food Day 
 22 – Hammock Day 
 24 – National Cousins Day 
 25 – National Hire a Veteran Day 
 26 – Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Anniversary 
 27 – National Love is Kind Day 
 29 – National Lasagna Day 
 30 – International Day of Friendship 
 31 – National Avocado Day 

What Forgiveness Is and Is Not   
 
There are many definitions of forgiveness, but a simple one is to surrender the 
right to hurt others in response to the way they’ve hurt us. Forgiveness means 
refusing to retaliate or hold bitterness against people for the ways they have 
wounded us. It is a unilateral act, not conditional on the person being 
repentant or even willing to acknowledge what they have done. 
 
Forgiveness is not saying that sin does not matter. It is not approving of what 
the other person has done, minimizing the offense, or denying we’ve been 
wronged. Forgiveness is acknowledging that the other person has sinned 
against us and may never be able to make it right. The apostle Paul writes, 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32). If God in Christ forgave us, then 
forgiving someone cannot mean diminishing the wrong they’ve done. God 
could never do that with sin and remain just. Forgiveness does not always 
mean reconciliation or restoration. And it does not require restoring trust or 
inviting the people who hurt us back into a relationship. 
 
Forgiveness is unconditional, but meaningful reconciliation and restoration 
are conditional (in the gospel and in human relationships) on the offender’s 
genuine repentance, humble willingness to accept the consequences of his 
actions, and a desire by both parties to work on the relationship.  Forgiving 
people also does not mean they will not experience consequences for their sin. 
When we forgive them, however, we leave those consequences to God, who 
says, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay” (Romans 12:19). This does not mean 
we may not pursue legal action, if warranted, against someone who has hurt 
us.  
 
In certain circumstances, that may be vital for the rehabilitation of the 
offender or for protecting other potential victims. Forgiveness is costly. In the 
Bible, it involves shedding blood (Hebrews 9:22). Sacrifice. Death. Honestly, 
the first step of forgiveness still often feels like death. I want to cling to my 
right to be angry and often resent being asked to give that up. It all seems so 
unfair. My flesh still demands some type of retribution. My resistance shows 
me I need God’s help to understand forgiveness and to truly forgive. 



We Are A Community of Believers Transformed In Him To 
Be Agents Of Change In The Home, Church, Community, 

And The World. 

Pastor’s	Pick!	Book	of	the	Month!	
	
Traveling	Light:	Releasing	the	Burdens	You	Were	

Never	Intended	to	Bear	By:	Max	Lucado	
 
Imagine yourself as a weary traveler in an airport---
lugging heavy, overstuffed suitcases wherever you go. 
 
Are you carrying guilt? Doubt? 
Self-reliance? Disappointment?  
Shame?  
 
In this uplifting study of Psalm 23, 
Lucado offers relief. Learn how  
our heavenly Father invites us to 
release the weights we weren't  
meant to carry! 
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Sunday	Morning	Worship	Service	
@	10:00	AM	

	
Wednesday	Night	Bible	Study	@	6:00	PM	

	
(740)	282-9257		|	mtcarmel_c@comcast.net	

www.mtcarmelconnect.com	

This month, help us wish... 
 

Grayce Calvert…..Brendall Brown….. 
Angela Montgomery ......Kafia Williams….. 
Jean Isler…..Melissa Wilson...... Michelle 

Miniefield…..Alisha Major….. Doug Young.... 
Shawn Cunningham….. Alyssa McIntyre….. 

LaNee` Holmes…..Marshawn Kelley…..  
Isaiah Culbreath.......Brenda Jackson…..  

Marcus Kelley…..John Lester & 
Jefferson Miniefield a.....  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Check out our website 
www.mtcarmelconnect.com  

for all upcoming events! 
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